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Chinese Government uses its religious position and influence,
and brings what may be called its spiritual supremacy to bear
upon regular administration, we cannot have better evidence
than is contained in the Peking Gazette* which has for some
.years been officially translated into English. This gazette is,
to quote from a preface to the volume for 1874, "the daily
record of Imperial decrees and rescripts, and of reports or
memorials to the throne, together with a brief notice of Im-
perial and official movements, to which the name of Peking
Gazette is given by Europeans ; " it has an official status, and
is circulated to all provincial administrations* If such a& in-
stitution as a Gazette were found in any other Asiatic country,
one could hardly be wrong in taking it to be a very recent im-
portation from Europe; but the Chinese, we are told, were
publishing their Gazette (styled Micellaneous, or Court, An-
nouncements) many centuries ago. The Peking Gazette an-
nounces all acts of State, regulations, decrees, orders on im-
portant cases, and ceremonial proceedings of the Imperial
Government; and it is certainly unique among Moniteurs and
official publications of that kind in its incessant and impressive
illustration of the relations of the Chinese State with the
established religions. The grand functions of Imperial wor-
ship are of course all formally ordained and reported for
general information by edicts, and by orders of the Board of
Sacrifices; and the Gazette contains many orders allotting to
the princes and other high officials the different temples at
which they axe to do duty. But the strange and interesting
phenomenon is to find, in such a modern-sounding publica-
tion as a Government Gazette and Court Circular, the deities
figuring, not occasionally but very frequently, in every depart-
ment of official business, and treated much as if they were
highly respectable functionaries of a superior order, promoted
to some kind of upper house, whose abilities and influence
were nevertheless still at the service of the State. Those who
hold the first rank, with very extensive departments specially
connected with the general administration, are recognized as
State Gods, such gods as those of war, literature, or instruc-
tion having pre-eminent position. There is also, it is under-